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WELCOME
It is my pleasure to invite you to join us in Vancouver, British Columbia for the
Second Annual Commonwealth Maritime Domain Awareness Summit, hosted by
the Commonwealth Security & Resilience Group in collaboration with the Royal
Canadian Navy.

Maritime Domain Awareness is central to safeguarding global trade and
preserving the freedom, health and security of our shared seas. As the maritime
environment grows more complex — shaped by rapid technological change,
shifting geopolitics, and climate pressures — our success depends on
cooperation across sectors and borders.

This conference will provide an important forum for Commonwealth navies, port
and maritime authorities, industry leaders, researchers, and policymakers to
explore how we can strengthen our collective awareness of maritime activity.
Building on productive discussions from the Inaugural MDA Summit in London
last year, we will examine the present threat environment, information-sharing in
practice, and innovative technologies that enhance decision-making.

I look forward to welcoming you to Vancouver, a city that reflects Canada’s
enduring connection to the ocean and our commitment to safe, open, and
resilient seas. I encourage you to take part in these important discussions and
to help shape the future of Maritime Domain Awareness for the benefit of all
Commonwealth nations.

Vice Admiral Angus Topshee
Commander, Royal Canadian Navy



INTRODUCTION
The vast and complex maritime domain remains the backbone of global trade,
connectivity, and environmental stability, while sustaining the livelihoods of 50% of the
world’s population. Yet it faces mounting threats: from illegal, unreported and
unregulated (IUU) fishing, piracy, contested sovereignty, and the protection of subsea
infrastructure, to the growing impacts of climate change. Ensuring effective Maritime
Domain Awareness (MDA) is more critical than ever. With 53 of 56 Commonwealth
member states possessing an oceanic, sea or Great Lake coastline, the Commonwealth
is uniquely positioned to forge consensus and drive innovative approaches to MDA.

Building on the success of the inaugural MDA Summit, the Second Commonwealth
Maritime Domain Awareness Summit, hosted in collaboration with the Royal Canadian
Navy, will advance the dialogue and deepen practical cooperation. Anchored in the
commitments of the Apia Oceans Declaration and the Commonwealth MDA Summit
2025, this second summit shapes up to be an outstanding event.

We’re delighted to welcome you here in Vancouver for what we anticipate will be a
summit full of new ideas, new partnerships, and probing dialogue. 

Freddie Woolland
Executive Director
Commonwealth Security & Resilience Group



PROGRAMME

DAY 1
08:30 – 09:00 | Registration

09:00 – 09:30 | Opening Session: 

Introductory Remarks 

Keynote Address - VAdm Angus Topshee, Commander Royal Canadian Navy

09:30 – 10:30 | Session 1: Commonwealth Defence Leaders Special Roundtable

VAdm Angus Topshee, Commander Royal Canadian Navy

Cmde Don Polo, Chief of the Defence Staff, Trinidad and Tobago

Cmde Ben Baba Abdul, Chief of Staff, Naval HQ Ghana

Terry Gibson, Director MDA, Royal Navy

RAdm Nirbhay Bapna, Assistant Chief of Naval Staff, Indian Navy

10:30 – 10:50 | Networking Break

10:50 – 12:00 | Session 2: Shipping, Trade and MDA

1) Canada - UK Presentation on MDA

Aiden Ryan, Director Marine Security, Transport Canada

Laura Cooke, Director Maritime Securty, UK Department of Transport

2) Presentation from Kpler

Paul Bence, Kpler

3) Panel Discussion

Moderated by Vina Nadjibulla, VP Research and Strategy, Asia Pacific Foundation

12:00 – 12:50 | Session 3: Geospatial Technology & IUU Fishing

Robert Quinn, MDA Space

Lt Cdr Brian Roberts, Regional Security System

Robert Classen, Department of Fisheries and Ocean Canada 

Programme



PROGRAMME

12:50 – 13:40 | Lunch 

13:40 – 14:00 | Seafarer’s Presentation

Stella Aber, Director of Programmes, the Seafarer’s Charity

14:00 – 15:10 | Session 4: Information Sharing Working Group

1) Presentation by John Bowers, MDA Space - ‘CommonOcean’

2) Panel Discussion

Capt Carlon Bethell, Deputy Commander of the Defence Force, Bahamas

Ian Clarke, Director Business Development, Sirius Insight

Marc Mes, Deputy Commissioner, Canada Coast Guard

Scott Beatty, CEO, Marine Labs

3) Commonwealth MDA Working Group - Consultation Launch

15:30 – 18:00 | Reception and Exhibition - HMCS Discovery

Programme



PROGRAMME

DAY 2
08:30 – 09:00 | Arrival

09:00 – 10:00 | Session 5: Information to Intelligence in the Maritime Domain

1) Presentation by SynMax

2) Panel Discussion

Tonya Ayow, Deputy Executive Director, CARICOM IMPACS

Capt Sachin Kumar Singh,  Director Information Fusion Centre – Indian Ocean

Region (IFC-IOR)

Andrew Brettell, International BD Manager, SynMax

10:00 – 1100 | Session 6: Sanctions, Grey Fleets and Illicit Activity

1) Presentation by Unseenlabs

2) Presentation by the Government of Malta - Global Centre of Maritime Sanctions

Monitoring

3) Panel Discussion

Laurent Dezamy, Senior Sales Manager, Unseenlabs

Alessia Carbone, Director, Malta Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

11:00 – 11:20 | Networking Break

11:20 – 12:20 | Session 7: the Digital Maritime Domain - Cyber and AI

Diamandis Zafeiriades, Head of the Digital Security Authority of Cyprus

Thierry Coq, Principal Consultant - System and Software Engineering, Reliability and

Cybersecurity, DNV

Rob Marshy, Chief Solutions Officer, GSTS

Programme



PROGRAMME

Maritime Autonomy - Hosted by Cellula Robotics at the Node

12:20 - 12:50 | Transport from Stanley Park Pavillion to the Node

12:50 – 13:40 | Lunch 

13:40 – 14:00 | Welcome Remarks

VAdm Angus Topshee, Commander Royal Canadian Navy

Eric Jackson, President, Cellula Robotics

14:00 – 15:00 | Session 8: Critical Underwater Infrastructure 

RAdm Jason Armstrong, DG Naval Force Development, Royal Canadian Navy

Richard Mills, Chief Commercial Officer, Cellula Robotics

Terry Gibson, Director MDA Royal Navy

15:00 – 17:00 | Reception and Exhibition 

Programme



Meet the Speakers

Vice-Admiral Angus Topshee, CMM, MSM, CD, Commander Royal Canadian Navy

Vice-Admiral (VAdm) Angus Topshee is the 38th Commander of the Royal Canadian

Navy (RCN). His diverse academic background includes military and civilian

institutions on three continents. He has deployed in ships around the world and has

accumulated countless sea stories involving pirates, sharks, terrorists, volcanoes,

whales, fires, and all the other things which make life at sea a true adventure. The

highlight of his time at sea was his far too brief command of Her Majesty’s

Canadian Ship (HMCS) Algonquin in 2009-2010 and, a close second, his three years

in command of Canada’s Pacific Fleet. 

His shore postings include two tours in the Navy’s Strategy directorate as penance

for all of his sea time, three years in command of Canadian Forces Base Halifax,

and two years as the Deputy Director, Strategy, Policy, and Plans at NORAD and

United States Northern Command Headquarters in Colorado Springs. He also

deployed to Afghanistan for all of 2011 as the director of Afghan National Police

Training within the NATO Training Mission Afghanistan. Over the course of his

career, he has somehow been involved in Arctic issues at every one of his shore

postings (except Afghanistan). Before taking command of the RCN in May 2022,

VAdm Topshee had the honour and the pleasure of commanding Maritime Forces

Pacific and Joint Task Force Pacific, located in Esquimalt, B.C.

Keynote Speaker
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